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See MESSAGE, page 3

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

Easter, the highest 
festival for Christians, 
is April 12. The foun-
dation of our hope is 
the message of Jesus 
alive again after His 
death on the cross. 
The apostle Paul 
exclaims:

And if Christ has not been raised, 
your faith is futile; you are still in 
your sins. … But Christ has indeed 
been raised from the dead.  
— 1 Cor 15: 17, 20

Because of Christ’s Easter triumph, all 
of God’s promises, including the for-
giveness of sins, peace with God and a 
joy-filled everlasting life are ours. What 
a reason to celebrate!

I want you to have the most wonderful 
Easter celebration ever. I want every-
body to have the most wonderful Easter 
celebration ever. How can Easter be 
special for you and somebody else?

Preparing for the Feast
Throughout the season of Lent, we 
have observed a time of preparation for 
the great Easter celebration of life. Holy 
Week, beginning with Palm Sunday, is 
the culmination of the time of Lenten 
preparation. Make the most of it.

Nobody would eat a big, rich, sweet 
plate of dessert before they have a 
healthy meal. At least they shouldn’t, 

because dessert is meant to cap off 
a wonderful meal. The chocolate 
tastes better after the meat and 
potatoes. Similarly, Easter without 
Lent isn’t as nourishing. The joyous 
news of Jesus’ resurrection finds 
its fullest meaning in the complete 
recognition of the despair and 
hopelessness brought by our sinful 
condition.

Thursday of Holy Week (Maundy 
Thursday) and Friday (Good Friday) 
especially bring our wretchedness as 
sinners to the fore. On Thursday, we 
remember the Lord’s betrayal and 
His command to love one another. We 
hear of how He instituted the Lord’s 
Supper. 

The earnest preparation continues on 
Good Friday as we reflect on the suffer-
ing and death of our Lord. The Sunday 
shouts of joy are the crowning moment 
of a week-long, season-long time of 
preparation. Please worship on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday so that your 
joy may be complete on Sunday.

Somebody Else Needs an Easter
I’m convinced that 95 percent of us 
know someone whom God would love 
to see in worship on Easter Sunday and 
who would like to be there themselves, 
if only someone would invite them. 
Easter and Christmas are great times to 
invite a friend to worship. But Easter is 

better in some ways because there are 
fewer distractions at this time of the 
year and less busyness than at Christ-
mas. 

Outside of last-minute tax preparation, 
the weekend of April 11-12 should be a 
great weekend for those who often con-
sider attending worship, but just don’t 
know where to go. Offer an invitation. 
Give them a ride.

Considerate Actions
OK, if someone takes you up on your 
Easter invitation, and if a higher per-
centage of your membership attends an 
Easter service, it could be crowded at 
your church. Terrific! Some suggestions 
to make your guests feel more welcome:

A wonderful Easter …  
FOR YOU AND OTHERS 
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On Jan. 26, Blessed Redeemer, Brandon, burned their mortgage 
documents to celebrate paying off the loan. Brandon has had 
three building projects and three mortgages since its founding in 
1990. Beginning in May 2018, Blessed Redeemer set a goal of pay-
ing off its final mortgage debt of $120,000 earlier than the term 
allowed. Members charted the progress using a picture puzzle of 
the church, adding another piece in $1,000 increments. The con-
gregation was able to make its final payment in December.

Randy Gayken, Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF) district 
vice-president, began the ceremony by congratulating the con-
gregation. Blessed Redeemer members who signed the original 
charter were invited to burn pages of the mortgage during the 
ceremony, held in the sanctuary. Following the brief service and 
prayers, the congregation enjoyed a luncheon in the fellowship 
hall. The ashes of the mortgage were put on display for members 
and visitors to view as a reminder of God’s goodness in providing 
for our needs.

St. John’s, Groton, has had a preschool since 2005. The morning class is 
for 3- and 4-year-old students; the afternoon class is for 4- and 5-year-
old students. There is currently a waiting list to attend. In February, the 
students visited the Groton Area High School bandroom to see all of 
the musical instruments and even try out a few. The high school is right 
across the street from the church, so it was a short walk and an interest-
ing visit for all involved.

From left, (standing) Austin Forham. high school band teacher; Madeline 
Schuelke, senior; and Darien Shabazz, afternoon intern. Kneeling with the 
children is Desiree Yeigh, middle school music teacher .

Send submissions for the  
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.;  

Black Hawk, SD 57718
The deadline for the June-July issue is April 15. 

Future band members!

Mortgage goes up in smoke

From left, Rev. Daniel Deardoff, 
Blessed Redeemer senior pastor, 
and members Martha Smith, Matt 
Wedeking, Vic Wedeking, Lynette 
Wedeking and Mark Buehner.

The Blessed Savior mortgage 
document is set aflame in the 
sanctuary.
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DECLINED
▶  Rev. Christopher Ascher, pastor of Res-

urrection, Sioux Falls, declined the call of 
assistant to the Rocky Mountain District 
president, Feb. 8.

▶  Rev. Matthew Thompson, Holy Cross/St. 
John, Bismarck/McClusky, N.D., declined 
a call of pastor to St. Paul’s, Spearfish, 
Feb. 20.

PENDING
▶  Rev. Nathan Neugebauer, St. John/Beth-

lehem, Revillo/rural Milbank, received a 
call of pastor to Trinity, Gerard, Ill., Feb. 
8. He also received a call as pastor to 
Shepherd of the Hills/Faith/Bingham, 
Hyannis/Bingham, Neb., Jan. 27.

▶  Rev. David Lindenberg, pastor of Peace, 
Rapid City, received a call as associate 
pastor to St. John, Battle Creek, Neb.,  
Feb. 20.

VACANCIES 
▶  Brandon, Blessed Redeemer, Associate
▶  Centerville/Hurley, First English/Zion
▶  Corona/Wilmot, Trinity/Our Savior
▶  Hill City/Custer, Our Savior’s/Our  

Redeemer
▶  Leola, St. Paul
▶  Menno/Scotland, Immanuel/St. Paul
▶  Onida/Blunt/Harrold, Holy Cross/Trinity/

Immanuel
▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate pastor)

▶  Spearfish, St. Paul
▶  Tea, Risen Savior
▶  White/Aurora, Zion/First English

Call  
Information

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

v  Park further away from the front door 
of the church and open up more park-
ing spots for guests.

v  Move up a pew — or two or six — and 
leave the back pews open for guests. 
I’m thinking most guests prefer to sit 
toward the back.

v  Move away from the aisle and scoot 
over to the center of the pew. If you are 
with friends and family, squish together 
so that your guests won’t have to.

v  Make an effort to greet folks you don’t 
know, and if you do know them but 
haven’t seen them in worship for a long 
time, offer no snide comments about 
signing the guest book! Instead: “It’s 
good to see you.” “I’m glad you’re here.” 
“God’s peace!”  

Much better!

I’m praying that you have a great Eas-
ter. I’ll be praying that a part of your 
great Easter is knowing you helped 
someone else have a great Easter too!

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the Gospel”  
Rom. 1:16; 16:25-27“…not ashamed of the 
Gospel”

On Jan. 24, Peace, 
Rapid City, hosted a 
Game Night, attend-
ed by 33 members. 
They played their 
favorite games: Mex-
ican Train, Sequence, 
Rummikub, Cribbage 
and others. The chil-
dren enjoyed playing 
with each other, and 
snacks were served. 
The Peace Evan-
gelism Committee 
wants to continue 
doing this on the 
last Friday night 
of each month for 
an evening, giving 
families an opportu-
nity to get together 
for fellowship — and 
fun.

Game night at Peace

From left (whole table), 
enjoying Game Night 
are Susan Goodrich, 
Linda Pravecek, Wanda 
Goodrich, Steve Pra-
vecek, Erik Aker and 
Steve Goodrich. 

From left 
are Roberta 
Corrin (striped 
shirt), Lorene 
Hornig, Ken 
Corrin, Rich 
Maxwell,  
June Matson, 
Jan Yung, Amy 
Lindenberg 
and Danni 
and Kelly 
Leyden.

Peace kids also in on 
the fun are Isaak, Oli-
ver, Avery and Russell.



4  /  SOUTH DAKOTA

LWML HILITES

I recently 
attended the 
first LWML 

Presidents  
Assembly, held  
in St. Louis. 

Being a part 
of the former 
Board of Direc-
tors during the 
national LWML 
restructure. I was 
wondering how time spent at the Pres-
idents Assembly would be different. 
After my experience, I can tell you that 
I am very excited for the future of the 
LWML with our new structure. 

There was a mixture of busi-
ness, training and question/
discussion time. I think this 
assembly will benefit fu-
ture district presidents 
with preparing for 
their responsibilities in 
leading their districts. 

Many times throughout our 
assembly, Debbie Larson, LWML 
president, shared her theme for her 
first term: “Thanks Be to God! We 
are HIS! We are Held by God’s Word; 
Inspired to share HIS Gospel; and 
Surrounded by HIS Grace.”

In one activity we were given a paper 
wheel with “CHRIST” in the center. 
Between all the spokes we were to list 
activities that we were having at our 
upcoming district conventions. As we 
plan each activity, we are encouraged to 
find Christ in the center. How will do-
ing this activity give glory to God? How 
will it share His love or show His grace 
with someone? I encourage you to let 
Christ’s love motivate all your activity 
as you remember that you are His!

As we prepare for our district conven-
tion, to be held May 29-30 in Yankton 
under the theme “Set Your Eyes on 

Almost time for convention!

Lisa Asmus
LWML South Dakota 
District President

Jesus,” I am happy to share with you a 
few items of interest. 

First, we are planning a few pre-con-
vention activities for those of you who 
can arrive a little early. On Thursday, 
May 28, there is an opportunity for you 
to carpool with some of your friends to 
Mission Central in Mapleton, Iowa, for 
a tour, lunch and to listen to a presen-
tation from a missionary. There will be 
no cost to you, just your own transpor-
tation to Mission Central. Then, early 
registration will begin at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by a mission walk and Vespers by 
the river, and some snack and fellow-
ship time. We pray that it will be a time 
for you to reflect on who you are as 

God’s child and to “Set Your Eyes on 
Jesus” before the busyness of 

the convention begins on 
Friday morning.

On Friday and Saturday, 
we will take care of busi-
ness with Bible study, 
service and speakers. 

We look forward to hearing from 
President Debbie; Carol von Soosten, 

With love from Lisa

Remember two years ago when members 
of the Yankton Zone put on those big 
glasses and invited you to the district 

convention: “Come to Yankton in 2020!” 
“Come and improve your vision!” “Come get 
2020 vision in Yankton!” We sang “Open 
Our Eyes, Lord” and “Be Thou My Vision” 
and more.

We had fun doing that invitation and now 
we are actually looking for you to come to 
the convention. Our host committee and all 
the women in our zone are seeing clearly 
hundreds of you in Yankton with 2020 
vision. We see:
▶  The mission of the LWML in our mission 

grants.

Continued on next page

LWML gift planning counselor; Rev. 
Dr. Brian Friedrich, president, Con-
cordia University, St Paul, Gary Thies, 
Mission Central director; and Mites in 
Action speakers. 

Friday luncheon options include one 
for YWRs with Larson and past district 
presidents, and another with von 
Soosten. The 
Saturday 
luncheons 
include one 
with Kay 
Nelson, district 
Heart to Heart 
leader. This is for 
societies and groups 
with multi-cultural ladies 
in your congregations. 
Another luncheon will 
be with Dakota Boys 
and Girls Ranch. 

Friday evening after our worship ser-
vice, we will gather for “LWML’s Got 
Talent.” The convention Call Letter can 
be found at sdlwml.org and will be sent 
to all the societies and local groups.

Delegates need to register with our 
secretary, Heather Miller, by April 
30. I pray that when your local group/
society is asking for delegates, you will 
consider serving in this way. To God be 
all praise and glory!
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COUNSELOR’S CORNER

Rev. Steve  
Weispfenning
LWML District  
Counselor

My kids have 
always enjoyed 
seek-and-find 
books. We have 
a variety of these 
on the bookshelf 
at home. The 
pages are filled 
with cluttered 
and crowded 
pictures in 
which the read-
er tries to find 
objects that are 
hidden in plain sight throughout the 
picture. 

In one puzzle from our Disney’s 
Frozen seek-and-find book, there is 
a hidden wishbone. For the lon-
gest time, I was convinced that the 
wishbone was not there — that it was 
missing and that the illustrator must 
have simply forgotten to include it. 
Finally, after dozens of attempts, we 
were able to find the wishbone. Oh 
what joy!

On the first Easter Sunday, some 
women went to the tomb where 
Jesus was buried. They went there 
expecting to find the dead body of 
Jesus. Only upon arriving, they found 
the tomb open and the body was not 
there! Then two men in dazzling 
apparel said to the women:

“ Why do you seek the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but has 
risen.” —Luke 24:5-6 

▶  Young women joining with all ages in the 
LWML vision;

▶  A Mission Pledge Walk with a view of two 
states as we walk across the historic Merid-
ian Bridge over the Missouri River, to cross 
into Nebraska and back to South Dakota;

▶  Pastor Steve (Weispfenning) completing six 
years as our district counselor as he leads 
Bible study and worship here in his own 
church.

▶  Us improving our vision with other Luther-
an women and pastors gathered together in 
singing, serving, praying enjoying fun and 
fellowship.

The Yankton Zone invites you to St John’s 
Lutheran Church, Yankton, May 29-30. 
Come be a part of the LWML 2020 vision 
as you “Set Your Eyes on Jesus.”

Dianne Diekmann 
Yankton Zone President

Candidates for office
The Nominating Committee is pleased to 
announce the slate of candidates for the 
LWML South Dakota District Convention. 
We thank these ladies (and gentlemen) 
for their prayerful consideration and 
willingness to serve the Lord with glad-
ness. We also thank committee members 
Elaine Hankel and Arlene Naasz.

President 
• Patty Peters

Vice-President of Christian Life 
• Susan Buxcel • Bev Johnson
Vice-President of Gospel Outreach 
• Dianne Hemminger
• Jan Larson

Treasurer 
• Melissa Brock • Vonda Sturzenbecher
Nominating committee 
• Nancy Bogenhagen
• Ann Cruse • Jean Haselhorst
• Joyce Kasuske • Pat Reichert
Pastoral Counselor 
• Rev. Doug Slavens
• Rev. Clint Thorson

Praise our Lord!

Bobbie Bierman 
Nominating Committee Chair

Oh, what joy!

Like our family and the Frozen book 
or the women and the empty tomb, 
we do not always see what is hidden 
in plain sight. I was frustrated that I 
could not find the wishbone and con-
vinced myself that it was not there. 
The women were sorrowful that 
Jesus had died and perplexed that 
His body was not there at the tomb. 
We often go through life frustrated, 
sorrowful and perplexed because of 
our sin and its consequences. We fail 
to see what is hidden in plain sight.

The living and risen Jesus is the 
object of our faith, who solves all the 
problems of our sin. What joy and 
relief there was for the women, the 
disciples, the apostle Paul and more 
than 500 people who all at once saw 
Jesus alive! Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Jesus conquered that last enemy to 
be destroyed — the enemy of death. 
Because Jesus lives, we too shall live. 
That’s our hope. That’s our confi-
dence. That’s our peace. And that’s 
our joy!

When we look to the living Jesus 
with eyes of faith, we find comfort, 
peace and joy in the midst of our 
frustrations, sorrows and perplexities 
caused by sin. The risen Jesus said to 
Thomas:

“ Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have 
believed.” — John 20:29

Look to the 
LIVING Jesus
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61st LWML South Dakota District Convention 
May 29–30, 2020 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Yankton, SD 
Registration Form 

Deadline for registration and meals—April 30, 2020 
 
Name  ___________________________________  
Address  _________________________________  
City __________________ State ____ Zip  _____   
Phone  ___________________________________   
Email  ___________________________________   
Church & City  ___________________________   
Zone  ____________________________________  
Emergency contact name & Phone number 
_________________________________________ 
 

Registration Status  
(check one) 
____ Voting member of Board of Directors 
____ Delegate 
____ Past LWML District President 
____ Non-voting member of the BOD 
____ LWML Member 
____ Pastor 
____ Guest 
____ Exhibitor  
 
Please check all that apply:  
 First time attending a District Convention 
 Young Woman Representative 
 Heart to Heart Sister 
 Choir Member (please include your email to             
      receive information and music) 
 

I Plan to attend 
 Mission Central-Thursday, 10:30 am 
 Mission Pledge Walk-Thursday, 6:45 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Housing Information—You are responsible for 
making your own hotel arrangements. Ask for the 
LWML rates. Rooms are blocked at: 
  • Holiday Inn Express: $115 plus taxes 
        605-665-3177 
  • Kelly Inn: $119.99 plus taxes (King bed) 
                       $129.99 plus taxes (2 Queen beds) 
        605-665-2906 deadline April 23 
  • Days Inn: $70 plus taxes 
        605-665-8717 
  • EconoLodge: $80 plus taxes 
        605-689-3400 deadline May 14 
 

Luncheons: Select one for each day 
____ Friday: YWRs with President Debbie,  
              President Lisa, and Past District Presidents. 
____ Friday: Gifts of Love with Carol von Soosten 
____ Friday: General Lunch with Friends 
____ Saturday: Heart to Heart with Kay Nelson 
____ Saturday: Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch 
____ Saturday: General Lunch with Friends 
 

 

Registration Fee 
                          Quantity     Cost              Fee Total 
Registration    _____  $40.00 $_________ 
Friday Lunch   _____   $10.00 $ ________ 
Friday Supper   _____   $12.00 $ ________ 
Saturday Lunch   _____   $10.00 $ ________ 
Total Enclosed  $ ________ 

I need my meals Gluten-Free  
*Pastors please choose gratis meals. 
 
 Make check payable to: LWML SD District Convention 

Mail check and registration to: 
Cheryl Saylor 
114 Wayne St 

Yankton, SD 57078 
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

By Rev. Christopher Navurskis 
Senior Pastor, Mount Calvary, Huron 
pcnavurskis@gmail.com

Last month, I invited you to share 
your Life stories with me so that 
we might even share some of them 

here. I am still gathering your stories 
and thank you in advance for your 
thoughtful consideration.

I also mentioned that I was preparing 
to lead a group to the March for Life in 
Washington, D.C., in January. Thanks 
be to God — we had 23 people travel 
safely to and from the march! Twen-
ty-one were from our congregation, 
another is a student at Concordia Theo-
logical Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., and 
another joined us from Wisconsin. Will 
you join us next year?

I have led groups for six consecutive 
years, and every year 
the same comments are 
made by people new 
to the march. There is 
always someone who says, 
“This is huge! Why don’t 
we ever see this on the 
news?” Or, “It is moving 
to see so many Christians 
in one place — especially 
in our nation’s capital!” 
My favorite moment is 
when someone says, “I 
think we really can win 
this battle — God is working!”

Every year, in the Bible study held the 
first Sunday after we return from the 
march, members of our group share 
stories about everything they saw and 
heard. This year, as we listened to the 
president speak, we saw a woman 
standing to the left of our view of the 
stage, waving a sign. The president’s 
speech was definitely memorable, but 
the few words on the sign were even 
more impactful. Her sign read: “I regret 
my abortion. Please don’t make the 
same mistake.” 

It was a reminder to all of us that while 

we preach, teach and witness in Jesus’ 
name on behalf of the unborn, it is 
also our mission to bind up the broken 
hearted who have lost children to 

abortion — moms, dads 
and entire families. Living 
with the tragedy of her 
choice, this sign-waving 
mother was moved to 
speak in the hope that 
other mothers could avoid 
the sadness she has surely 
had to endure. 

Beyond that, as we all 
prayed in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, she 
heard once again of the 

victory over death that gives us eternal 
hope in the forgiveness of sins and life 
everlasting.

PRAYER
Gracious Father in heaven, look with mercy on your daughter (name), 
who suffers the shame of abortion. For the sake of Christ Jesus, our 
Savior, forgive her all her sins and remove all feelings of guilt and 
despair. Protect her from the accusing voices of others and the accu-
sations from within. By Your Spirit increase her faith, that she 
may entrust herself and her child into Your fatherly hands; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Babies  
aborted in the 
United States 
since Roe v. 

Wade (1973):
more than

61 million

Say hello at  
LWML convention
A Lutherans for Life of South 
Dakota, Inc., (LFL of SD) table 
will be set up at the LWML South 
Dakota District Convention 
May 29-30 in Yankton. If you’re 
attending this, please stop by 
and say hello to Pastor Chris and 
share any Life stories that you 
have. Say hello to Kimberlea 
Lessman, LFL of SD president, 
who will also be in attendance. 

We will soon begin our “Life: the 
Best Choice” television cam-
paign. Please be on the lookout 
for those ads.

John Stiegelmeier, head football 
coach at South Dakota State 
University, spoke Feb. 8 at Peace, 
Brookings, about what God finds 
“Unbelievable.” At the well-at-
tended event, we were encour-
aged to serve and help those 
affected by abortion.

Walk for Life 
in Aberdeen 
The Aberdeen Area Lutherans 
for Life will host a Walk for Life 
at Wylie Lake in Aberdeen from 
1 to 3 p.m. on Sunday, May 3. 

For more information contact 
Jackie Iverson at 605-228-4879 
or jaclyn.iverson@hotmail.com.

‘Please don't make the same mistake’

Tragedy … and hope
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The South Dakota District is active 
in PALS ministry. PALS stands for 
Post-Seminary Applied Learning and 

Support, and is offered to pastors and their 
wives for the first three after seminary, help-
ing them transition into their news lives of 
service. Rev. Greg Lehr, senior pastor of Zion, 
Sioux Falls, and his wife, Renee, are the PALS 
facilitators for our district.

Pastors and wives met for a PALS event Feb. 

14-15 at Zion, Sioux Falls. Among the featured 
presentations was “The Privilege of Pastoral 
Care” for the guys; the ladies heard from Kate 
Meadows about her upcoming book, Faith to 
Follow: The Journey of Becoming a Pastor’s 
Wife. Kate’s husband, Bryan, is in his first year 
as associate pastor of Zion, Rapid City.

The group was treated to a Valentine’s Day 
dinner and dessert, served by the Eve LWML 
Circle of Zion.

The children enjoy a Valentine’s pizza 
party.

Helping our new pastors From left, Rev. Christopher 
McCarthy, First, Wall, and 
Immanuel, Creighton; 
Rev. Doug and Liz Slavens, 
Memorial, Sioux Falls; Rev. 
Kevin Koester, Mount Calvary, 
Huron; Rev. Sam and Cathy 
Handschke, Faith, Pierre; Rev. 
Bryan and Kate Meadows, 
Zion, Rapid City; Rev. Andrew 
and Cassie Wolfgram, St. 
John, Groton, and Zion, 
Andover; and Rev. Greg and 
Renee Lehr, Zion, Sioux Falls, 
and PALS facilitators.

Rev. Sam and Cathy Handschke and Rev. 
Kevin Koester were winners of gift cards 
from LCEF, presented by Randy Gayken, 
LCEF Vice-President.


